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EDMONTON WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL WISH KID GIVES TEAM 
CANADA MORALE A BIG BOOST AT LONDON 2012 PARALYMPICS 

(LONDON) Fifteen-year-old wheelchair basketball fan Ben Tumack gave the 
Canadian Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Team a much-needed moral boost on 
Wednesday, when he stopped by the Paralympic Village to meet his idols. Ben and 
his mother Terri travelled all the way from Edmonton, Alberta to cheer Canada on 
during the Paralympics - a trip made possible by Make-A-Wish Canada, whose 
mission is to grant the wishes of children with life-threatening illness. 

Ben has a disease called degenerative mitochondrial neuromuscular condition, 
which prevents the cells in his body from properly converting food and oxygen into 
energy. When this happens the cells can stop working and die.  

“The Wheelchair Basketball Canada community has been such an incredibly positive 
force in Ben's life. His best friends are there, he has gained confidence in his own 
ability to achieve the things he is willing to work hard for, and he has learned about 
the power of teamwork. The thrill of seeing our Canadian Women and Men play live 
on the world stage - win or lose - will stay with him for a long time and no doubt 
motivate him to keep his own dream alive,” said Terri Tumack. 

His visit came at the just the right time for Team Canada, who lost its quarterfinal 
match against the United States the night before, effectively ending the team’s 
dreams of playing in the championship game. 

“When we work up this morning we were all feeling a little bit down. We have been 
preparing for months to compete in the gold medal game and now we have to come 
to terms with yesterday’s loss and get ready for our next game. To meet a 
tremendous young man like Ben who is just so thrilled to be here, thrilled to meet 
the team and to cheer us on, it’s incredible to have that support,” said Assistant 
Coach Michael Broughton. 

Ben is an active member of the Alberta Northern Lights wheelchair basketball team 
and was the second youngest member of Team Alberta at the 2011 Canada Games.  



 

He was introduced to wheelchair basketball as an eight-year-old when his mom 
encouraged him to register for a sports camp for children with disabilities. It was at 
this camp where he met one of his greatest role models; award-winning wheelchair 
basketball star and world champion Danielle Peers. 

“He made me fall in love with basketball all over that day. I remember he was so 
little that I had to carve a hoop with my arms and hold it out for him so he could 
shoot. He was the first of a group of kids that got involved when we were rebuilding 
the program in the City. And now to think about how he has grown into this 
incredibly hard working, dedicated individual that is such an important member of 
our community is something special,” said Peers. 

Just like Danielle, Ben would like to one-day represent Canada in wheelchair 
basketball at the Paralympic level. For now he has his sights set on making the 
Canadian Junior Men’s National Team for the under-23 World Championship in 
2013. 

For more information on Canada’s wheelchair basketball teams at the Paralympic 
Games, visit www.wheelchairbasketball.ca/London_2012_Paralympic_Games.aspx  
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About Team Canada: 

The Senior Men’s National Team is amongst the top wheelchair basketball teams 
in the world. The Canadian Men are the defending silver medallists from the 2008 
Beijing Paralympic Games. They won back-to-back Paralympic gold medals in 2000 
and 2004 and have reached the podium at five of the last six consecutive World 
Championships. 

The Senior Women’s National Team is amongst the most successful and dominant 
teams in Canadian amateur sport history.  The team captured three consecutive 
Paralympic gold medals in 1992, 1996, and 2000, and bronze in 2004. They have 
also reached the podium at six consecutive World Championships, winning gold in 
1994, 1998, 2002 and 2006, and bronze in 2010.  

About Wheelchair Basketball Canada 

Wheelchair Basketball Canada is the national sports governing body responsible for 
the organization of wheelchair basketball in Canada. It is a non-profit, charitable 
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organization that is the Canadianmember to the International Wheelchair 
Basketball Federation (IWBF). 

Wheelchair basketball is a fast-paced, hard-hitting, competitive sport that has 
emerged as one of the most competitive and athletic sports played at the Paralympic 
Games. Our senior national teams are held in high esteem around the world for the 
elite skill and control that placed them on the podium with a combined five gold and 
one silver medal in the last five Paralympic Games.  

For more information, or to schedule an interview contact: 
  
Jody Kingsbury, Manager 
Press Attaché in London 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
T: 07510-875-848 
jkingsbury@wheelchairbasketball.ca  

Brock Smith, Assistant 
Communications & Media Relations 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
T: 613-260-1296 ext. 203 
bsmith@wheelchairbasketball.ca  

    
For all the latest information follow us: 
  
Online: wheelchairbasketball.ca 
Facebook: facebook.com/wheelchairbasketball 
Twitter: twitter.com/WCBballCanada 
YouTube: youtube.com/WheelchairBball 
Flickr: flickr.com/photos/wheelchairbasketball 
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